A rare lichen Cladonia metacorallifera was found in the Bieszczady Mts. and this is the first report of the species from the Eastern Carpathians. In Poland, its occurrence is probably limited to small populations scattered in high mountain situations. The data of distribution of the species in Poland, ecological characterization of the new locality and some taxonomical remarks concerning the recorded specimen, as well as a photograph of its habit are provided.
INTRODUCTION
Cladonia metacorallifera Asahina is a fruticose, cup-shaped and red-fruited member of the section Cocciferae (Delise) A. Evans (Fig. 1) . The huge variability of the morphology of the species in this group causes many problems in their taxonomy and identification (e.g., Stenroos 1989a; Osyczka 2009 ). Generally, the podetia of C. meta corallifera are throughout densely covered by squamules, microsquamules and/ or cortical granules, and furthermore decorticated parts are often blackened, especially towards the tips of podetia. The thallus contains usnic, didymic and squamatic (or thamnolic) acids and this chemical feature is diagnostically important because it differentiates the species from morphologically similar cup-shaped Cladonia from the section (e.g., C. coccifera (L.) Willd., C. diversa Asperges and C. borealis S. Stenroos). The significant morphological and chemical differences between C. metacorallifera and other scyphose lichens with red apothecia are discussed in several papers (e.g., Stenroos 1989b; see also The Bieszczady Mts. are an important centre of lichen biodiversity in Poland (e.g., Czyżewska 2003; Kościelniak 2007 Kościelniak , 2008 . The intensive lichenological field research in this region carried out in the last decade still provides new information about the occurrence and distribution of lichens in Poland and the Carpathians. During a critical revision of lichen materials belonging to Cladonia coccifera s.l. deposited in Herbarium KRAP-L, one specimen from the Bieszczady National Park turned out to be Cladonia metacorallifera. This is the first report on the taxon in this mountain range, as well as in the whole area of the Eastern Carpathians. 
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The revision of Cladonia coccifera s.l. specimens housed in KRAP-L (Pedagogical University of Kraków) was done using standard microscopic techniques supported by chemical analysis. Lichen substances were determined by TLC in solvent A and C (acc. to Orange et al. 2001) . Metter-Toledo SevenEasy pH meter was employed for substratum pH determination. The analysis was made by suspending substrate matter in pure water. All known Polish localities of Cladonia metacorallifera are mapped according to the ATPOL grid square system (Zając 1978; modified by Cieśliński, Fałtynowicz 1993) . The grid square 1×1 km was used for showing the precise locality in the Bieszczady National Park. Asahina, J. Jap. Bot. 15: 612 (1939) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Cladonia metacorallifera
It is a new component of the epigeic biota of mountain pasture lichens in the Bieszczady Mts. (Fig. 2) . It was recorded only on W slope of Rozsypaniec massif, Fig. 2 . Locality of Cladonia metacorallifera in the Bieszczady Mts. also include one situation in the Karkonosze Mts. (Kowalewska, Kukwa 2004 -Fig. 3) . A taxonomical revision of Cladonia coccifera s.l. deposited in Polish herbaria did not provide any further C. metacorallifera localities. It seems that in Poland the lichen is a rare species and its occurrence is limited to small populations scattered in the highest mountainous areas along the southern country border.
